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May 21st 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I wanted to update you on the River Learning Trust and school’s current thinking about re-opening. 

• As you know, the government have asked us to open schools more widely from the week beginning 

the 1st June (after half-term next week, when we are closed). 

• Across the Trust, all schools will be closed (except for critical workers’ children) on June 1st 

(Monday) for an INSET day so that staff can get ready and be really prepared with all the procedures 

that will need to be in place when more children start to come in. 

Initially the offer will be to children in Nursery, Reception, Year One and Year Six only.  Children in Years 

Two, Three, Four and Five will continue to receive work that they can do at home (and our resource library 

on a Monday afternoon will still be available). Later in the term we may be asked to offer these year groups 

the opportunity to come back to school as well. 

We know from the results of our survey that many of you are still worried about your children returning to 

school and so we are planning to work around the numbers that we currently know about, and build up as 

it begins to feel safer. We are putting in all the recommended safety measures to reduce the risk as far as 

possible: 

• Different entrances used for different year groups 

• Social distancing (including only one adult please coming to school with children) 

• A spread of timings for arrivals, and separate playtimes and lunchtimes 

• Lunches will be eaten in the classrooms 

• Small groups of children (no more than fifteen) 

• Regular cleaning during the day of surfaces and resources 

• Regular handwashing and sanitising for all children and adults 

• Reminders to everyone to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

• Temperature checks for all adults and children in the morning 

Currently what we are planning is that Year Six will be able to come in every day, have their lunch in school 

and then go home at 1.15 after some playground time. 

Reception and Year One will also be invited in for the whole morning and lunchtime, and Nursery in the 

afternoons, allowing us to keep the groups really small and the environment properly cleaned. 

These shorter days are to enable teachers to continue to provide home learning resources to the children 

still at home: this timetable will be continuously reviewed as more children join us. 
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The good news is that more than sixty children and thirty staff members have been in school already over 

the last five weeks: I am happy to tell you that no one has developed any COVID symptoms in that time. 

We will not know for sure whether we can come back in the way we plan on the 2nd June, or whether the 

government will delay this (they are letting us know on the 28th May). I will write to you again after that 

(probably the 29th) to confirm and let you know more details. 

Meanwhile, thank you for your patience in these difficult and anxious times. We look forward to seeing you 

all in the not-too-distant future, 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Sue Vermes 


