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Our vision for our school is that, by working in  

partnership with parents and the community, we  

will provide an outstanding education for the  

children of Rose Hill. We hope that they will grow into 

adults who are well educated in the fullest sense; 

thoughtful, confident in themselves, empathetic 

towards others, and enthusiastic to continue learning 

all their lives. We want them to know that they are 

valued for themselves as individuals and as members 

of society.

We aim to be an open and welcoming place for all our 

families. Please contact us if you would like to visit the 

school with a view to enrolling your child.  

The headteacher or a senior member of staff will show 

you around and talk to you about what we can offer.

I hope that you find all the information that you need in 

the prospectus or on the website, but please ring or email 

if you want to know more. Rose Hill Primary converted to 

Academy status on 1st September 2018. You can access 

more details of the trust via the following: 

www.riverlearningtrust.org

A Warm 
Welcome
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Success at 
Rose Hill

In keeping with our ethos, success is celebrated in 

many forms. Our children take part in many cultural 

projects with museums and theatres in Oxford, and 

benefit from a range of visitors and expert volunteers 

to help them. 

Once a year, ‘Rose Hill’s Got Talent’ invites children to 

show us a performance skill they are proud of. Visitors 

and places we visit often comment on the imagination 

and creativity of our children: we encourage this in all our 

teaching at school, and in a range of free after-school 

clubs. Academically, children are succeeding as well.  

Our inclusive approach means that our children with  

Special Educational Needs make really good progress and 

feel highly valued. Our attainment at ‘greater depth’  

at Year Six has been close to or at national averages for 

the last three years, and three boys have obtained  

scholarships to attend Abingdon School in the last  

two years.

The government tracks progress from Year Two to Year Six, 

and ours has been above national averages for  

reading for the last two years, and at or above in maths 

and writing. Above all, visitors comment on the  

courtesy and friendliness of the school environment and 

the children they meet. Children tell us they feel safe  

and can trust and talk to the adults in school – this is really 

important to us all.
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Values are important to us at Rose Hill, and we teach 

the children through assemblies and in sessions of 

‘Philosophy for Children’ in every class. In this way they 

have opportunity to discuss and understand them more 

fully and to see what they mean to them personally.

Our values incorporate British values, but also go beyond 

them so that they provide guidance for children’s sense of 

how to behave towards one another. All adults in school 

model behaviour and relationships to the children. 

Children have said that this helps them to feel safe  

and secure.

 

Our six main values are:

1. Co-operation: including trust, teamwork, dealing  

 with conflict and working across the world.

2. Rights and responsibilities: including children’s   

 rights, rules, freedom and human rights.

3. Respect: including the environment, tolerance,    

 and understanding others.

4. Love, care and compassion: including our  

 family, friendships, appreciation, forgiveness,   

 love and empathy.

5. Honesty and integrity: including telling the truth,  

 being trustworthy, making mistakes, and  

 having courage.

6. Individuality and tolerance: including 

 defeating prejudice, individual liberties, freedom  

 to be yourself, making healthy choices and   

 tolerating the views and beliefs of others.

We are very lucky to have so many families who have 

come from all over the world. Children meet others whose 

family backgrounds and beliefs can be different from their 

own, and with whom they become great friends – the best 

preparation for life in modern Britain.

Our  
Values
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We believe that every child has a right to travel as far 

as they can in reading, writing and maths – the  

fundamental aspects of our curriculum. Hand in hand 

with this focus on the basics, we also ensure that  

children learn from a wide, rich and exciting range of 

other subjects, opening up the world to them and  

laying a foundation of knowledge for them to build on 

in the future.

At every stage of delivering the core skills and knowledge 

elements of the curriculum we weave in the school’s ethos 

and values, encouraging the children to reflect on  

relationships with others and their own place in the world.

The curriculum will be taught within a framework of 

values and a clear school ethos. Children are offered rich 

language and experiences. Spoken language, discussion 

and conversation are given the highest priority.

A large amount of time is given to reading good-quality 

literature to and with children of all ages, and challenging 

discussions are planned around books read. As far as 

possible, curriculum areas are taught with a foundation 

of a narrative to draw information together, making it 

exciting and inspiring children. Writing will always be for 

communication and meaning. Children will understand 

that there is a purpose to their writing and that they need 

to consider the people reading it.

Maths will be taught in interesting and engaging ways 

using ‘manipulables’, meaning objects that children can 

handle, wherever this is helpful. Science will promote 

curiosity and investigation. Children will know how to 

formulate and test their ideas. 

Curriculum goals

It is our aim that the way we deliver the curriculum at 

Rose Hill will mean our children will:

• Be enthusiastic and independent readers.

• Experience a broad range of learning both  

 educationally and culturally.

• Acquire the knowledge they need to continuously  

 build understanding.

• Be confident mathematicians, with secure  

 numerical concepts.

• Write with purpose and meaning and enjoy writing  

 to communicate.

• Know how to be scientists and see scientific learning  

 as exciting.

• Be secure, confident, compassionate and assertive 

 as individuals.

• Know how to express their opinions, and know   

 that their opinions matter. 

• Leave Rose Hill keen and curious to learn, and   

 knowing how to. 

• Be able to tell their stories in a range of creative ways  

 and understand that their take on the world is new  

 and has value.

Our  
Curriculum
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At Rose Hill we have thought very carefully about how 

we support children to behave well, and develop and 

maintain positive relationships with each other.  

We have a highly distinctive and inclusive approach to 

behaviour and this has been recognised by  

Ofsted in 2017:

“Pupils behave well because there are clear rules and 

expectations in place. Staff provide high levels of care 

for pupils and promote their personal development 

well…. there is a culture of care for each individual.”

The first principle of our ‘behaviour and relationships’ 

policy is that behaviour is communication. By this we 

mean that when children (and sometimes adults) behave 

in particular ways, they are usually showing us something 

about the way that they are feeling. Because of this our  

behaviour and relationships policy is based on a  

belief that we need to help children to understand and 

talk about how they feel. We expect children to be able 

to concentrate, learn and treat each other and adults 

well: if they lapse from this, we let them know where their 

behaviour is unacceptable but also talk to them about a 

feeling that might be leading them to behave in that way.

We don’t need external rewards such as stickers and 

house points – the children love the attention of trusted 

adults, and the fact that they notice when they work hard 

or treat each other well. This is enough to motivate them.

In the same way we don’t need a system of ‘sanctions’ or 

punishments. If children do something which disrupts or 

even hurts another person, we work with them to put it 

right and to make amends in an agreed way. This helps 

them to take responsibility for their own behaviour and to 

start to manage it for themselves.

Behaviour & 
Relationships
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 A friendly breakfast club is open every  

 day from 8am at a subsidised cost of  

 50p a day. Children are offered cereal,  

 toast and bagels, and staff make sure  

 they get to class on time to start promptly  

 at 8.40am.

Rose Hill
Breakfast Club

Rose Hill
After-School Care

Rose Hill
After-School Clubs

 These vary from term to term, and are  

 all free for all children from Year One  

 (some from Year Three). On offer there  

 is usually football, dodgeball, drama,  

 gardening and, new from September  

 2019, gymnastics.

 Launched in September 2019, paid 

 after-school care is available. There are  

 a range of play activities, a healthy snack,  

 and time for children to rest and enjoy a  

 relaxed atmosphere. Please talk to us  

 if this is something you would like  

 to consider.

Around the School 
Day at Rose Hill
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We are lucky enough to have fantastic, extensive 

grounds at Rose Hill. At playtimes the children have a 

large playground and climbing equipment, a huge

field and wild areas.

In 2016, Nicholsons Nurseries and the Berkeley  

Reafforestation Trust joined forces and gave us a  

beautiful Forest School area. Trained members of staff 

take children out to do learning outside.

Forest School is known to promote children’s language 

development, confidence and social skills. As well as this, 

there are clear benefits in terms of the children’s mental 

health and wellbeing.  

Learning outdoors has become a popular and very  

successful aspect of school life. Training here is led by  

a national Forest School Leader, and she also trains  

teachers here from other schools.

Forest School and  
Outdoor Learning
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