
Indicators of the Key Aspects of Learning 
Below are a few key indicators of learning which illustrate when a child might be using 
certain skills, dispositions or knowledge.  
 
Skills 
Oracy 

 use speech appropriately for different purposes 

 adopt appropriate vocabulary, tone, pace and style for a variety of audiences and in 
a variety of situations 

 understand the effect of speech on the listener 

 use talk to develop and express ideas 

 communicate meaning effectively 
 
 
Teamwork (see Social Skills & Empathy)  
 
 
Social Skills 

 listen to, respond and interact with others 

 participate in shared activities with an adult or child, taking turns and sharing when 
appropriate 

 direct others or follow the directions of others (after considering the directions and 
the potential impact)  

 play and learn cooperatively, sharing roles, responsibilities and tasks 

 recognise when a situation is unfair and suggest how to make it fair 

 recognise when there is a conflict and suggest possible resolutions 

 state their own views and needs 

 respond to others' views when these are different from their own 

 recognise hazards and risks  
 
Empathy 

 recognise similarities and differences between themselves and others  

 take an interest in, watch and listen to other people 

 recognise and label the feelings and behaviours of others 

 understand the perspective of another person 

 recognise and anticipate the thoughts and feelings of others in different situations, 
basing this on their own experience 

 identify triggers or causes of other people's emotions and actions, taking account of 
their knowledge of the person involved  

 
Evaluation 

 express their own views, opinions and preferences 

 justify their own views, opinions and preferences 

 use given criteria to make judgments 

 develop their own criteria and use them to make judgments 

 support judgements with their own evidence 



 draw on a range of evidence sources to support evaluation 

 use more than one criterion when making judgments 

 evaluate the quality of an outcome 

 develop criteria to evaluate the quality of an outcome or support an argument  
 
Presentation of Learning  

 present information in a numbers of ways; drawings, diagrams, tables, charts, 
speech and writing  

 recognise different ways things can be presented, e.g. drawing, written accounts, 
films, TV, plays, songs, reproductions of objects, museum displays  

 
Distinguishing fact and opinion  

 being able to distinguish between fact and opinion 

 evaluate the reliabilities and usefulness of information encountered  

 understanding that fact is based on evidence 

 understanding opinion is based on a belief and viewpoint (a personal interpretation) 

 Understanding that a fact might be based on what has been selector has selected  
 
 
Making Connections 

 using and applying aspects of learning from one subject to another  

 using the context of one subject to develop learning in another  

 expanding learning to construct new ideas, formulate new questions and apply new 
thinking  

 building on prior knowledge  

 noticing patterns (e.g. language, maths, music, history etc)  
 
 
Hypothesizing 

 make comparisons 

 drawing conclusions  

 indicate whether the evidence collected supports predictions made 

 how to find information from a range of sources, e.g. artefacts, pictures, 
photographs, first and / or second hand experiences, the environment  

 use knowledge and understanding to explain and interpret a range of familiar 
phenomena  

 
Investigating - see enquiry  
 
Listening 

 listen attentively and derive meaning from what others say 

 follow verbal instructions accurately 

 understand the importance of good listening and how to respond during discussions, 
conversations and when information is given or asked for 

 develop skills of turn-taking, negotiation and reaching consensus 



 appreciate the role of a ‘talk buddy’ and the way in which others can help in the 
learning process by sharing ideas and being supportive 

 
Reading 

 using phonic knowledge 

 using graphic knowledge 

 using word recognition / word awareness 

 using grammatical knowledge 

 using contextual knowledge 

 showing enthusiasm for reading  

 developing independence, understanding and response  

 developing as confident readers 

 developing key skills to read fluently, accurately, with understanding and enjoyment 

 developing knowledge of children’s literature, both narrative and non-narrative. 

 developing the ability to use information texts and locate, extract and use relevant 
information  

 
Writing 

 fostering positive attitudes towards writing 

 becoming independent writers 

 developing the writing skills that they need in a literate society 

 understand that writing is a powerful means of communication 

 motivated to write 

 develop a community of writers 

 having ownership of their writing 
 
 
Dispositions 
Contributing 

 understanding the different roles and reasons for group work 

 understanding the value of and need for listening, in order to make thoughtful, 
relevant contributions  

 making wider contributions to the school community and local community  

 contributions being used as a genuine and co-constructive aspect of the planning 
process 

 ability to discuss the relevance of their learning  
 
Taking Responsibility / Motivation 

 sustain an activity for the intrinsic pleasure it provides 

 carry out an activity to achieve an anticipated outcome 

 plan, execute and finish an activity for the satisfaction of having created or learned 
something  

 recogise their achievements and celebrate them 

 focus, shift and sustain their attention, resisting distractions when appropriate 

 organise the resources they need to complete a task 

 recognise how different learning opportunities or contexts affect their motivation  



 
Agency 

 ability to act independently and make free choices 

 individual identities being explored and developed 

 ability to have philosophical discussions (at age appropriate level) 

 belief in the ability to influence  
 
 
Curiosity / Enquiry 

 investigate objects and materials by using all their appropriate senses 

 ask relevant questions about why things happen and how things work 

 explore materials to test their ideas about cause and effect 

 ask different sorts of questions and decide how to find out the answers 

 use techniques to collect and organise information (e.g. listing, grouping) 

 ask and answer questions, and select and record information relevant to the focus of 
enquiry 

 use a range of data-gathering techniques (e.g. surveys, questionnaires) 

 plan the steps and strategies for an enquiry 

 draw conclusions and evaluate outcomes  
 
Creativity / Creative Thinking  

 generate imaginative ideas in response to stimuli  

 discover and make connections through play and experimentation 

 explore and experiment with resources and materials  

 ask, 'why', 'how', 'what if' or unusual questions 

 try alternatives or different approaches 

 look at and think about things differently and from other points of view 

 respond to ideas, tasks and problems in surprising ways 

 apply imaginative thinking to achieve an objective 

 make connections and see relationships 

 reflect critically on ideas, actions and outcomes  
 
Confidence  / Self-awareness  

 identify what they know and can do 

 identify how they feel and identify when to communicate this to others 

 identify ways in which they are influenced by others 

 work and learn independently, knowing when to seek help, when they have 
completed a task and when to change activity 

 anticipate how they will respond and feel in a situation by referring to past 
experience 

 identify the situations in which they learn best and feel most at ease 

 reflect on the outcome of their behaviour or approach to learning 

 reflect on their success as a learner and identify how this might be improved 

 identify any particular barriers to their learning, including emotional and social 
barriers, and seek to overcome them  

 



Using different research methods / Information Processing 

 use first-hand experience and simple information sources to answer questions 

 know where to find information 

 understand what is relevant information and locate this within sources 

 use strategies such as scanning, skimming and using an index to locate information 

 sort and classify information using a given structure 

 talk about and recognise patterns, similarities, differences and time sequences 

 summarise information 

 record information using a given format 

 record information using formats they have devised  
 
Problem Solving  

 understand the concept of cause and effect 

 apply prior learning to a problem 

 recognise and can talk (or otherwise communicate) about a problem 

 consider a range of possible solutions 

 ask questions and select and record information relevant to the problem 

 plan the steps and strategies they will use 

 predict possible effects of  different solutions or modifications 

 respond to a problem or task using trial and error 

 use a cycle of trial, error and improvement 

 review what has been done and recognise the outcome (i.e. that the problem has 
been solved or a different course of action is needed)  

 
Reasoning 

 predict and anticipate events 

 communicate about actions and their consequences based on practical activties and 
experiences 

 explain what they have done (and why) and the conclusions they have reached as a 
result 

 use the language of sequence 

 use the language of similarity and difference 

 use the language of cause and effect 

 recognise that conclusions can be tentative or definitive and that judgment reflects 
this 

 offer evidence to support reasoning 

 recognise that conclusions can draw on explicit and implicit evidence and challenge 
assumptions  

 
Managing Feelings 

 express emotions through facial expressions and their behaviour 

 recognise, label and think about their feelings 

 identify triggers and feelings 

 stop and think before acting 

 manage feelings (including anxiety, anger and fear) by using appropriate strategies 

 recognise that managing some feelings requires short-term and long-term strategies 



 reflect on their past feelings and experience 

 learn from past experience and reflection to manage their future feelings, learning 
and behaviour  

 
 
Knowledge 
Vocabulary 

 develop subject specific vocabulary in order to understand what is written (explicit 
instruction)  

 use subject specific vocabulary to get across key points with precision and accuracy 

 defining and explaining word meanings  

 developing deep and active processing of words and meaning in context   

 making links between what is known and unfamiliar words (association methods)  

 taking time to become acquainted with new words  

 developing word awareness through the morphology, entomology, phonology, 
orthography and visual cues  

 develop vocabulary within the context of reading so more difficult texts and 
therefore more complex vocabulary can be accessed (indirect instruction & capacity 
methods)  

 developing vocabulary associated with other medias, e.g. visual stimulus, computer, 
digital text (multimedia methods)  

 independent use of dictionaries, thesauruses, word processing tools 

 using drama to explore and experiment with the use of new words  
 
General Knowledge - see The National Curriculum  
 
Scientific Facts 

 ask questions, e.g. 'how?', 'why?', 'what if?' 

 use focused exploration and investigation to acquire scientific knowledge, 
understanding and skills 

 use both first-hand experience and simple secondary sources to obtain information  

 use IT to collect, store, retrieve and present scientific information  

 relate their understanding of science to domestic and environmental contexts, 
including personal health and living things  

 relate scientific ideas to the evidence for them  

 use scientific vocabulary to name and describe  

 making observations  

 communicating what has happened  
 
Mathematical facts - see maths policy  
 
Chronology 

 to sequence events and objects, in order to develop a sense of chronology 

 to use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (KS1 e.g. old, new, 
before, after, long ago, days of the week, months, years etc), (KS2, e.g. BCE, ACE, 
century, decade, Tudor, Victorians etc)  



 making links between the main events, situations and changes both within and 
across periods 

 
 
Geographical Knowledge  

 understanding that the world extends beyond own locality 

 understand the difference between human and physical features of the surroundings   

 undertake fieldwork   

 follow directions 

 make maps and plans for real and imaginary places  

 use globes, maps and plans with a variety of scales,  

 know of and locate major geographical features, e.g. seas, rivers, mountains, cities 
etc.  

 use secondary sources  

 express views  

 developing responsibility of the quality of the environment and how it can be 
sustained and improved  

 develop the ability to recognise patterns  

 collect and record evidence to answer questions, analyse evidence and draw 
conclusions 

 use appropriate geographical vocabulary 
 


